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Persons] Lirbility af Governmental Eaployees Arising from Autenehile 
Lagidonte. te oan 1 oe: 


Ste 1. Ine recent cenversetion vith Eo this-office, you | 
yrised the cuestion of pi reonal liability of: rernaent employeca arising 
fren cifonebile eccidenta, when the employee was elther driver oz dis- 
metener. Your drett af 6 nemoercandun instruction $¢ Commnicntion oanlevees. 
which vag farmearded Lor coereval alsa requires a statenent %o ecnplete 


ontirioh 3. Yhe Tolle ing cor nente ave feruished fer yeur infertatian. 
2. In order to determine the indtvidurl's personal Liability, the 
Governvrentie Liability rash first be comidered. Under she Felerad Gers 
Clnins fet of 1966, the Aovernment waived its weal rovereien immni ty : 
pal conrented to enit by orivete {ndividusina Lor various types of eivil 
wrongs. Injury received by s private individual, fron the operstion of 


+ 


t Jevernmment mtomehile would fall within the field-in ‘which elaime: cc ° 
eoult be canerted cmainst the United States. This cyplies, however, only. 
te Indurias reatived in the United States and (aprarently) {iy possassiens, 
wince Laine eriaing in « foveign connbry ard specifinally exuiruded. The Oe 
é Tart laine pct hes since been abolished jin title but’ the besic provisions | - 
remain in feree., & samwary oF these nrevisions follows. aa a) 


2, In the case of a Covernment, exployeo regularly driving @ Govern- 
mant webiole within the scene of his exploynent, « orbvate in¢iwidusl whe 
ayt fers: arreenal injury or sronerty loas bacnuse of atch emicyeets 
negligence hee two caurcer af action oven to him. He may either (1) file | 
nis cleim €erovised Lt amounts to lees than £1,000.) with the ganinistrae .. - 
tive aceney ef tas Governzent on ita acritu, or (2) file sultiegainst the . 


neypronent ino Faderal Matrices Court fer united ted dannagese. 
exit ie browehd$ sprainst the Gevernnent plone or acuingt the Goverument 
4 


wo. the emmleyee as condefendents. Judgment in either case 18.6 complete 
toe te may pibebcuant action teainest the employes. elone. ff Jucigncnt is 
-¥ acing’ the en ployee amd the Government Jeintiy, 4¢ i agsuned 
Rovernment nilone vould pay in full, in view of the osteblished 

a 


opm threuch dleciplinary or eniteyes personnel a tien the individual. ae 

eepiey mor tere om itn own inftintive. There 43 no clear prohibition in 
the statute ureventing suit against the iniividucl slene. In that case, 
hevever, the Gevernment almoet certeiniy cewlé ve joined as the princlpaa-.- 
auety in intereet, Tha same conclusions: would nost likely be vesched when. 
the regliment employee is & f@igontcher rather than a driver. fhe negligence 
ceasing the infury is simply ono ntep removed, The origary questien la” 
cnebber the (Amantcher is acting within the course of his enpleyment vhen 
he de negligent. Gf he is perferning his raguler dubles and is within the” 
scope of hic cutherlby, then hia etnloyer, the Government, te equally 
Lisble and, oc a mutter of nelicy, ‘the Government, toul’ ustaljy pay the. ed 
whele civerce du@ament, “hen the employee's action 4g completely ‘catelde 
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the oourse of aia ompleyment, then Lt vonld net appear that ‘the. Govern-_ 
ment could te golued und the 42 Lepabcher. ‘woald jdar the fall licbility. 
In every cace, At ae n onestion ef snes which tat be doterntacd by the 
eivcumstoncan of the rorticular altastion. ©. -. . 

Pes lin parsing, 4% should be noted. that elein er sul egainat t the . 

Ue. be. moet Le brcugst within one year after the right acoruee. 4 clnin . - 
{nob excceting 21,050.) may be wibhdre sun by the cleimant upen 15 days i 
nati ce ant at than inotibated in ecart. In thip cose, hovever,: the ras 

claimant's eait ie limited to the nonetary value (if the <iedm filed wish - 
the adcinicire tive areency. If finrl action has been’ taken by the apeney, 
sult wr st4ll be broucit in court, but therg 4s ine Vinié on the amount 
nen Yes i ao nok eee thet the other previsions ef the stotute, which 
mee of » techmicesl legnl eee woth ise of intirest: he you. 

S, “inet the vertinent previsiens oF the nade are sprocd- GYer - a 
warhous uectlens snd there ie no verbinent extract which is. wufrbeiantly 
eamprehensiys for imciusion im wus Trgraph 3 3 of yor nemoranicu, ae: iw euge 
pested that varcgreph 3 of this neieranian BAY Sdrro your purpose. 
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